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Harry Smith and Ed Buttolph are regulars at the Rutland Bridge Club 
 
 
 

Edward Buttolph (Ed) and Harold (Harry) Smith probably have a way to go before 
becoming the oldest pair playing club Bridge on a regular basis. Ed (90) and Harry (77) 
are sure they have a few years left where they can still be competitive at the club level. 
They would be interested to which pair can lay claim to be the oldest pair playing on a 
regular basis. They are regular players at the Rutland Bridge club though Ed slips off to 
Florida for the winter where he plays at various clubs. While Ed is away Harry tends to 
hibernate with a stack of books. They only play a few local tournaments and their favorite 
game is the annual meeting in Burlington where there is good competition in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere and of course, the great food. 
 
They both have about 200 points, have no interest in becoming Life Master, and are quite 
content to collect a couple of points each month. While they respect the game and their 
opponents, they feel the game should be fun. One of the reasons their partnership stays 
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together is that they donôt get upset when one of them makes a mistake because they 
know that in a few hands the shoe will be on the other foot. 
 
Edôs first involvement in bridge was in 1929 when he played with his folks on the family 
farm in Shoreham. They started using a book by Eli Culbertson and later used Goren. His 
army years, 1941 to 1946 did not give him much time for bridge. He did manage to play 
once with a group of French school teachers while in Gafra during a break in the North 
Africa campaign. Luckily he won because he found they were playing for money and he 
had none. From 1946 to 1979 he just played party bridge before joining the Middlebury 
bridge club. He also belongs to a large bridge club in Florida where he has taught a class 
for many years. He feels lucky to have had many good partners in Maurice Langevin, 
Floyd Butterfield, Irv Stiefel, Jean-Guy Beliveau, John Foster, Harry Proctor and Harold 
Smith. 
 
Harry was introduced to the game, in a social basis, in 1957, shortly after serving 4 years 
as a navigator in the RAF. A year later he married his wife Shelagh and immigrated to 
Canada. Another year and they immigrated to the US where Harry played lunch time 
bridge for most of the 5 years they were in NJ. After a couple of moves they landed in 
Springfield Vermont where Harry joined the Springfield Bridge club. To show how much 
he had learned during the lunchtime games he spent 2 years amassing the grand total of 1 
master point. Springfield was quite a large club in 1966 and the competition must have 
been keen because he didnôt think he was that bad. They moved to Monkton to start a 
horse farm and between that and traveling the world for his job Harry didnôt get back to 
regular bridge until he joined the Middlebury club run by John Quinn. He played with Irv 
Stiefel for a couple of years before joining up with Ed.   
 
One of Edôs favorite stories is about when he was the dealer, had 22 points and passed. 
The hand was passed out and he got a top board because everybody else in that situation 
bid and was set. Harryôs favorite hand was playing with Irv Stiefel against a couple of life 
masters in Burlington. Irv sitting W bid 2S, doubled by N. Harry sitting E with no points 
and a void in spades redoubled. S had a good hand with good spades so he passed. W 
passed and N now thinking that E had the good hand pulled to 3D. S now confused 
passed and we set them because E had all the other diamonds. At a recent tournament in 
Rutland, Harry miscounted the aces and landed in 7NT missing the ace of spades. Jean-
Guy, on lead and having the ace led another card and 7 NT was made. Jean-Guyôs partner 
from Quebec, obviously a good sport, thought that it was funny. Wonder how many 
bridge players would laugh when their partner failed to lead an ace against 7NT. 

 
 

FIRST ANNUAL BILL BECKER MEMORIAL GAME 
 

 
On Thursday August 6, the Rutland Bridge Club held a one session unit game in memory 
of Bill Becker, long time Rutland bridge stalwart, who died earlier this year at age 95. 
Here are the overall results of that game 
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MP     A     B     C   Names           PCT          . 
2.83     1    June Dorion ï Wayne Hersey           67.30 
2.12     2     1     Peter Tripp ï Penny Lane           66.20 
1.59     3     2   1  Kate Stewart ï Mina Kent           63.63 
1.18     4     3   2  Ray Lopes ï Susan Ransom           58.77 
0.99     5       Robert Smith ï Jean Seward           58.16 
0.86     6     4   3  Martha St. Onge ï Catherine Loew          54.89 
0.65            5   4  Linda Baker ï Judith Ward           54.83
 
 

 
 
 
Mary Kenny (right) of the Cobleigh Public Library in Lyndonville accepts a gift of 10 
bridge books from the Vermont Bridge Association. Jeannie Clermont (left) represents 
the VBA 
 
 

TWO QUEENS 
by Frank Hacker 

 
There is a well known anecdote about an expert player of yesteryear who had a reputation 
for never misguessing a queen. His friends decided to play a trick on him by giving both 
opponents the queen of a critical suit. The finesse was certain to lose in both directions. 
 
Midway through the hand the expert stopped to think. ñSomethingôs wrong,ò he said, 
ñBoth these guys have the queen.ò  
 


